Antibodies to the 65 kDa mycobacterial stress protein in west Africans with rheumatoid arthritis, tuberculosis and malaria.
We have studied IgG antibodies to recombinant mycobacterial 65 kDa heat-shock protein in West African rheumatoid arthritis (RA) patients and local control groups, including those with tuberculosis or malaria. Mean levels were higher among the patients with RA than among healthy controls, but did not achieve statistical significance. Our findings may relate to the level of mycobacterial exposure in West Africa.